
Characters 

 

Man (M/F)  -  Man in Advert 

Woman (M/F)  -  Woman in Advert 

Mary (F)  -  Mary Mary (quite contrary) 

Alan (M)  -  Mary’s boyfriend 

  



Scene 1 – Framed Stage 

(A frame stands upstage which has a ‘YouTube’ logo on the top corner. It is 

meant to look like a computer screen showing a YouTube Video. A sign appears 

from the bottom right corner saying ‘Skip Ad’. Lights fade up as an ‘advert’ 

plays. A man enters with bare feet and stands screen left. A Woman follows and 

stands screen right. They talk in a stilted badly acted way like people on an 

infomercial) 

Man:  Ooh, my feet are cold 

Woman: I’m not surprised. It’s winter and you’ve got bare feet. 

Man: Have I? (looks down) So I have. (puts a hand to his head and makes an over 

exaggerated gesture of ‘aren’t I silly’) 

Woman: Haven’t you heard of the new thing for keeping your feet warm? 

Man: No? A thing that can keep your feet warm? Well, whatever could that be? 

Woman: (Taking out a pair of socks) Foot jumpers! 

Man: Wow! Whatever will they think of next? 

  (Man takes the socks and puts them on) 

Man:  Phew! My feet are toasty warm now! 

Woman: (Takes out another pair of socks and shows them to the audience) Buy new foot 

jumpers now and you too can have feet as hot as sausage rolls! (pauses) Hot ones. 

(Man and woman smile into the audience with grins. They hold this pose whilst 

they say the following dialogue without moving their lips) 

Man:  Hang on, aren’t these just socks? 

Woman: Yes but we renamed them, repackaged them and pretended we invented them.  Just 

keep smiling. 
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(They both smile more. Lights off. Man and Woman exit. Mary enters in 

darkness and takes her place on a chair, as if presenting to camera in a YouTube 

video. Lights up.) 

Mary:  Hi guys! Welcome back to my channel. Don’t forget to subscribe –  

  (A YouTube thumb appears on a stick from stage left) 

Mary:  And ring the bell for notifications! 

(A YouTube bell appears on a stick from stage right. Both the bell and thumb 

disappear from view again) 

Mary: If you’re new to my channel, my name is Mary Mary. My mother, Mrs. Mary, didn’t 

have a great imagination and when they asked her to name me, she panicked. 

Anyway, (another sign enters top left saying ‘Video is sponsored’) today’s video is 
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sponsored by ‘Pretty Maids’, the new delicious ice lolly. (deliberately) I eat them all 

the time and my favourite flavour is mango and beansprout. Yum Yum. (speaking 

normally once more) Anyway, today I’m going to give you some amazing gardening 

tips. In –  

 (SFX. Jolly jingle plays) 

Mary: Mary Mary’s ‘How does your garden grow’ (Grins cheesily) 

  (Alan enters behind Mary, not realising she’s making a video) 

Alan:  You want a cup of tea? 

Mary:  (Annoyed) Alan! I’m making a video –  

Alan:  You’re what? 

Mary:  Just get out of – (shoos him away) 

Alan: (Staring into the screen (out into the audience)) Ooh, what about? Is it a makeup 

tutorial? 

Mary: No, I stopped making those after I poked myself in the eye with the mascara brush – 

just go and do whatever you were doing in the other room. 

Alan: So you don’t want a cup of tea? 

Mary: No, I don’t like tea 

Alan: Sausage sandwich? 

Mary: I’m vegan! 

Alan: Vegan? Then why did you have steak and chips last night 

Mary: (Looking awkwardly towards the camera) No, (lying) that was vegan steak made 

out of chickpeas and tofu.  

Alan: (Realises) Oooh, yeah. (winks to camera) I remember. You’re a vegan when you do 

Instagram and YouTube to get more followers aren’t you? 

Mary: (Shooing Alan) Just, get out will you? 

Alan: You’re being very contrary today Mary. In fact, I’d say you were being quite 

contrary. 

 (Mary gives Alan an evil stare until he takes the hint and leaves) 

Alan: I’m going. 

 (Alan exits) 

Mary: (To camera) Sorry about that. What was I saying? Oh yes, I’m going to give you 

some amazing gardening tips so you can perk up your droopy dahlias, put some life 

into your withered wisteria, grow clematis all over your pergola and grow the biggest 

Pumpkins you’ve ever seen! All you need is a new fertilizer I’ve invented called 

‘Mary Mary’s varied prairie fairy’. (takes out a bottle with some liquid in it and a 

pot plant from below the table which has drooped over) All you need to do is 

squeeze the fertilizer onto the plant and  pop in a couple of lollypop sticks from the 



‘Pretty Maids’ Ice lollies you ate earlier (she places three lollypop sticks in front of 

the flower, in a straight line) and –  

 (She pauses whilst the plant slowly stands upright to a SFX. Plant growing 

twinkly sound effect) 

Mary: Look at that. Healthy and green. Now, I can’t tell you what’s in the fertilizer because 

that’s a trade secret but –  

 (Alan enters) 

Alan: Mary, have you seen that bag of cockle shells I collected from our trip to the beach 

last night? 

Mary: Alan! I’m making a video – 

Alan: It was a big supermarket carrier bag with loads of cockleshells in it. I was going to 

make a collage! 

Mary: Alan, I told you, can’t it wait until I’ve finished making my video? 

Alan: Ok, ok, keep your gardening gloves on. I’m going (makes to exit then stops), oh, by 

the way, have you seen those bells I bought for the local church? The silver ones? 

Mary: No, now get out! 

 (Alan makes a face at Mary, smiles into the ‘camera’ and exits) 

Mary: Now, as I was saying, I can’t reveal the ingredients of my fertilizer but it’s definitely 

not silver bells and cockle shells (chuckles, then points to the lollipop sticks) and 

pretty maids all in a row! (She giggles again) 

© Scripts for Stage 

This script must not be copied, printed or performed without the permission of Scripts for Stage.  Copying and 

performance licences can be obtained from www.scriptsforstage.co.uk/wp/product/mary-performance/ 

(Alan enters) 

Alan: (Right beside Mary, staring into the screen, pressing some buttons on the 

keyboard and looking concerned) You do know you’re not recording this video 

don’t you? 

Mary: What do you mean? 

Alan: You’re live-streaming this right now. 

Mary: What? (Clicks some buttons and her mouse) Oh no, am I live streaming right now? 

I thought I could edit it later! Oh no, now the world knows the ingredients of my 

secret fertilizer. 

Alan: And that you’re not really a vegan. 

 (Mary stares at Alan for a moment before turning back to the camera) 

Mary: Hello everyone, and welcome back to my channel! Which is now called ‘Mary 

Mary’s Gardening tips for meat eaters!’  

 (Mary grins a sickly grin. Lights down.) 
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