Scene 1 – Office
(Ted and Bert are centre stage)
Ted:

Got a good story for tonight‟s newspaper?

Bert:

A great story. Wait till you hear this. I‟ve got a great story about a man who collects
bricks.

Ted:

He collects bricks?

Bert:

He‟s collected five hundred bricks from all around the world.

Ted:

That must cost a fortune in stamps. And I bet the postman isn‟t best pleased either.
Where did you find this collector of bricks?

Bert:

Down at the police station. He‟s been charged with Smash & Grab. He smashed the
window of a jeweller‟s with a brick and grabbed a handful of diamonds. And the
funny thing is, he‟s denying everything. He says he didn‟t do it and it isn‟t one of his
bricks. He said he wouldn‟t throw one of his precious bricks through a window.

Ted:

Precious?

Bert:

That‟s what he‟s saying, and they say he‟s very insistent.

Ted:

Insistent? Good. And where are the diamonds?

Bert:

They were found in his jacket pocket, but he says they were a plant.

Ted:

Did he say what species of plant? Or was he going to stick them in the ground and
wait to see what germinated.

Bert:

He claims it was the Phantom Practical Joker who put them there.

Ted:

The Phantom Practical Joker...?
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Bert:

I‟ve never heard of him.

Ted:

I like it. I like it. This insistent collector of bricks was cruelly framed by Jack the
Phantom Practical Joker.

Bert:

He‟s called Jack?

Ted:

He is now. But we need something that‟s a bit more headline friendly. He‟s called
Jack the... Jack the Ranter.

Bert:

I thought that mad politician was called Jack the Ranter.

Ted:

That’s what I meant. He‟s called Jack the Raconteur.

Bert:

I thought the editor liked being called Jack the Raconteur.

Ted:

You know what I mean. He‟s called Jack the... Jack the...

Bert:
Ted:

Rat?
Forget about the editor.

Bert:

I was thinking about the brick collector. He‟s been dropped right in it.

Ted:

That‟s his problem. Our problem is finding a word beginning with „R‟.

Bert:

I can‟t think of anything.

Ted:

Maybe we should turn the problem round and look at it from a different direction.
(Bert turns an imaginary object around in his hands.)

Ted:

How about Jill the Ripper? It‟s modern.

Bert:

Yes, but it‟s not frightening. It makes me think of Jack and Jill going up a hill.

Ted:

That‟s no good. That‟s no good. Back to square one then. We need a word
beginning with „R‟...?

Bert:

Rascal?

Ted:

Jack the Rascal...?

Bert:

I can just about picture Jack the Rascal as the Phantom Practical Joker.

Ted:

(Shakes head.) Phantom Practical Joker. It‟s obvious this brick collector of yours
has never worked in newspapers. Jack the Rascal sounds so much better.

Bert:

Much better.

Ted:

Jack the Rascal it is then. Good. Now, we‟ll need some details about the brick
collector. What‟s his name?

Bert:

Jack.

Ted:

Jack!?

Bert:

Yes, Jack.

Ted:

You‟re having me on.

Bert:

Straight up. His name‟s Jack Crippen.

Ted:

Crippen!?

Bert:

He‟s not a doctor.

Ted:

Crikey! He‟s cried Crippen!

Bert:

He‟s got a nickname.

Ted:

I‟m afraid to ask.

Bert:

He‟s called Brickie.

Ted:

Brickie...? „Brickie the brick collector framed by jack the rascal‟. I‟m beginning to
like it.

Bert:

And he‟s very insistent.

Ted:

I‟m liking it more. (Thoughtful pause.)

Bert:

What do you think?
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Ted:

Tell me he‟s not a brick short of a full load.

Bert:

I haven‟t actually met him. I got the story from the police.

Ted:

I‟m not liking it more.

Bert:

Don‟t worry about the brick collection. People collect all sorts of things these days.

Ted:

There can‟t be many people collecting bricks.

Bert:

Maybe we‟ll start a trend.

Ted:

Brick collecting?

Bert:

Don‟t worry about it. I‟m sure he‟s as sane as the next man.

Ted:

Do you know who was in the cell next to him?

Bert:

It was empty.

Ted:

I‟m not sure if that‟s good or bad.

Bert:

He must be sane. He‟s the expert witness. He knows everything there is to know
about bricks.

Ted:

He knows everything there is to know about bricks, so he must be sane...

Bert:

The police will have to call him to give expert testimony.

Ted:

They won‟t have to shout very loud. He‟s the defendant.

Bert:

I‟m sure if you think about it, you‟ll see we‟ve got a really great story here.

Ted:

(Thoughtful pause.) Only if Jack the Rascal strikes again.

Bert:

Again? How long will that take?

Ted:

Not as long as you might think.

Bert:

What?

Ted:

Nip down to the shopping centre and pinch someone‟s purse, then shove it into
someone else‟s pocket. And when you‟ve done that shout, “Jack the Rascal strikes
again!”, and then leg it.

Bert:
Ted:

That won‟t work.
Well, keep doing it until it does.

Bert:

I might get caught.

Ted:

(Sly) There‟s a book in it for you.

Bert:

A book?

Ted:

Yes. I can see it now: “My Struggle to catch a notorious criminal, and the truth
behind my unjust incarceration when I was cruelly mistaken for Jack the Rascal”.

Bert:

Sounds good.

Ted:

Sounds great.

Bert:

I could go on television.

Ted:

Of course you could.

Bert:

I could be on television talking about a nationwide book tour.

Ted:

Yes. A book tour all over Britain.

Bert:

I‟ll have to practice signing my autograph.

Ted:

Not for television. But you might want to take a crayon, just in case.

Bert:

What about radio?

Ted:

Before you go any further, I think we should continue this conversation over a pint. I
can see there are a lot of details needing to be sorted out.

Bert:

Good thinking.
(Ted and Bert leave the stage.)

Bert:

What sort of book would it be?

Ted:

A pop-up book? Every now and then Jack the Rascal pops up from a page and tries
to incriminate you.

Bert:

I like it.
(Lights off)

